
Independent Limited Assurance Report 
on Deloitte LLP's Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Statement 

We have undertaken a limited assurance engagement of the accompanying Green House Gas Emissions 

Statement of Deloitte LLP for the year ended 31 May 2014 (the 'GHG Statement') contained in the 

Deloitte Annual Report for the year ended 31 May 2014. 

This report is made solely to the members of Deloitte LLP, as a body, in accordance with our 

engagement letter. Our work has been undertaken so that we might state to the members of Deloitte LLP 

those matters we are required to state to them in a report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent 

permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the members of 

Deloitte LLP, as a body, for our work, for this report, or for the conclusions we have formed. 

Management's Responsibilities for the GHG statement 

The carbon footprint data is reported in accordance with the criteria set out in The Greenhouse Gas 

Protocol: A Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard (Revised Edition), jointly issued by the World 

Business Council for Sustainable Development and the World Resources Institute, and the CO2 figures 

are calculated using the Defra/DECC guidelines 'Greenhouse Gas Conversion Factors for Company 

Reporting', issued on 1 June 2013 and further uplifted to reflect the 4th GHG protocol levels (together, 

'the GHG Protocol'). 

Management is responsible for the preparation of the GHG statement in accordance with the GHG 

Protocol. This responsibility includes the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control 

relevant to the preparation of a GHG statement that is free from material misstatement, whether due to 

fraud or error. 

GHG quantification is subject to inherent uncertainty because of incomplete scientific knowledge used to 

determine emissions factors and the values needed to combine emissions of different gases. 

Our Independence and Quality Control 

We have complied with the Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants issued by the International 

Ethics Standards Board for Accountants, which includes independence and other requirements founded 

on fundamental principles of integrity, objectivity, professional competence and due care, confidentiality 

and professional behaviour. 

In accordance with International Standard on Quality Control 1, Grant Thornton UK LLP maintains a 

comprehensive system of quality control including documented policies and procedures regarding 

compliance with ethical requirements, professional standards and applicable legal and regulatory 

requirements. 

Our Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express a limited assurance conclusion on the GHG statement based on the 

procedures we have performed and the evidence we have obtained. We conducted our limited assurance 

engagement in accordance with International Standard on Assurance Engagements 3410, Assurance 

Engagements on Greenhouse Gas Statements (“ISAE 3410”), issued by the International Auditing and 



Assurance Standards Board. That standard requires that we plan and perform this engagement to obtain 

limited assurance about whether the GHG statement is free from material misstatement. 

A limited assurance engagement undertaken in accordance with ISAE 3410 involves assessing the 

suitability in the circumstances of Deloitte LLP’s use of the GHG Protocol[ as the basis for the 

preparation of the GHG statement, assessing the risks of material misstatement of the GHG statement 

whether due to fraud or error, responding to the assessed risks as necessary in the circumstances, and 

evaluating the overall presentation of the GHG statement. A limited assurance engagement is 

substantially less in scope than a reasonable assurance engagement in relation to both the risk assessment 

procedures, including an understanding of internal control, and the procedures performed in response to 

the assessed risks. 

The procedures we performed were based on our professional judgment and included inquiries, 

observation of processes performed, inspection of documents, analytical procedures, evaluating the 

appropriateness of quantification methods and reporting policies, and agreeing or reconciling with 

underlying records. 

Our limited assurance procedures included: 

 Review and assessment of the system processes and controls to aggregate, validate and report the 

data; 

 Discussions with key personnel responsible for the relevant process and governance thereof; 

 Review of information provided by third parties and through enquiry, the existence of any 

assurance provided on the quality of information and underlying processes and controls applied; 

and 

 Analytical procedures and sample tests on collated data and conversion factors applied in 

accordance with the Defra/DECC guidelines. 

Given the circumstances of the engagement, in performing the procedures listed above we: 

 Through inquiries, obtained an understanding of Deloitte LLP’s control environment and 

information systems relevant to emissions quantification and reporting, but did not evaluate the 

design of particular control activities, obtain evidence about their implementation or test their 

operating effectiveness. 

 Evaluated whether Deloitte LLP’s methods for developing estimates are appropriate and had 

been consistently applied. However, our procedures did not include testing the data on which the 

estimates are based or separately developing our own estimates against which to evaluate Deloitte 

LLP’s estimates. 

 Undertook further testing of a sample of sites to assess the completeness of the emissions 

sources, data collection methods, source data and relevant assumptions applicable to the sites. 

The sites selected for testing were chosen taking into consideration their emissions in relation to 

total emissions and emissions sources. Our procedures did include testing information systems to 

collect and aggregate facility data, or the controls at these sites. 

The procedures performed in a limited assurance engagement vary in nature from, and are less in extent 

than for, a reasonable assurance engagement. As a result, the level of assurance obtained in a limited 

assurance engagement is substantially lower than the assurance that would have been obtained had we 

performed a reasonable assurance engagement. Accordingly, we do not express a reasonable assurance 

opinion about whether Deloitte LLP's GHG statement has been prepared, in all material respects, in 

accordance with the Defra guidelines applied as explained in Note 1 to the GHG statement. 



Limited Assurance Conclusion 

Based on the procedures we have performed and the evidence we have obtained, nothing has come to 

our attention that causes us to believe that Deloitte LLP's GHG statement for the year ended 31 May 

2014 is not prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the GHG Protocol. 

 

Grant Thornton UK LLP 

Chartered Accountants  

London 

07 August 2014  


